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Tina Makereti uses her well-
honed literary skills in this 
artfully curated collection 
of essays, adding up to an 
alternative memoir of one 
person’s discoveries about 
her whakapapa, her place in 
national society and within 
Māori literature. Complex yet 
universal, This Compulsion 
in Us is a celebration 
of writing as a timeless 
way of experiencing and 
understanding the world 
and ourselves.


